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the rebels, fell back to London, and Charles advanced to Oxford, which remained his headquarters for the rest of the war. Thence he marched on London, reaching Brentford early in November, in hopes that the appearance of his army at their gates would induce the enemy to come to terms. But the civic patriotism of the Londoners was roused, and the terror of Prince Rupert's reputation inspired them to defend their capital rather than yield it to his mercies. The offer, at Turnham Green, of very tough opposition forced the invading army to retreat to Reading, and any chance of finishing the war with one rapid blow was over for the time.
Throughout 1643 t^ie Kmg st^l ^ad a chance of victory. The longer the war continued the more unpopular the leaders at Westminster became. Their promises of liberty seemed a mockery when coupled with unprecedented taxation, and it was only by terrorism that Pym managed to keep the poorer citizens in control. Once in the old days, when reproached for his encouragements of mob-violence, he had exclaimed, " God forbid that I should prevent the people obtaining their just desires in such a way." Now his allies had turned on him, and women were shouting outside the Houses of Parliament, " Give us that dog Pym ! " It needed a charge of soldiers to disperse them.
In the February of that year, Henrietta Maria landed in Yorkshire, bringing arms and ammunition to her husband. From the outbreak of war she had been very active in Holland, collecting supplies in exchange for the Crown jewels, and her health had suffered from anxieties and overwork. Away from Charles she became depressed and